
READY TO INSPECT — STANDARD FIELD GUIDE

ASTM C1193 (joint sealants)
ASTM International

ASTM C1193 is the guide for how building joint sealants are designed and applied: how wide and deep a joint has to
be for the movement it carries, how the backer rod and bond breaker shape the sealant, and how the joint is primed,
gunned and tooled so it actually sticks. On a walk it is the standard behind every exterior joint that has to move
without tearing, and behind most of the ones that failed because they never had room to.

What it covers
• Joint dimension and width-to-depth ratio for the movement carried

• Backer rod and bond breaker to control sealant profile and bonding

• Surface preparation and priming before application

• Application, tooling and cure of the sealant bead

• Adhesion and cohesion of the finished joint

What a field inspection looks at
• Joint width and depth photographed with the reading shown, since a bead run too deep or too thin fails no
matter how neat it looks.

• Backer rod documented set to the right depth before the sealant goes over it, because after gunning it can only
be inferred.

• Priming and surface prep photographed on the actual substrate, not assumed from the datasheet.

• Tooling shown pressing the bead into both faces, with the concave profile visible rather than a bead sitting on
top of the joint.

• Adhesion checked on a cured joint with a field pull, photographed so a peel or clean release is on record.

Adoption varies by jurisdiction. Confirm the edition your authority having jurisdiction enforces before you run a walk against
it.
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